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Abstract:

The study examines ""The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic State,"
an autobiography by Nadia Murad, published in 2017. Murad’'s memoir recounts her harrowing
experiences as a Yazidi girl captured by ISIS in 2014 and her subsequent escape, providing a stark
portrayal of the atrocities committed against the Yazidi community. This research paper explores the
narrative structure, thematic elements, and sociopolitical context of the autobiography. It highlights
Murad's resilience and activism, emphasizing the broader implications for human rights, gender-
based violence, and the ongoing struggle for justice for marginalized communities. The paper also
addresses the role of autobiographical narratives in shaping public discourse and policy regarding
genocides and human rights abuses in the 21st century.
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Introduction

Nadia Murad's autobiography, "The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic
State,” serves as a powerful testament to the resilience of the human spirit amidst unimaginable
suffering. This research paper delves into the multifaceted aspects of Murad's narrative, examining its
literary structure, thematic concerns, and the broader sociopolitical context within which her story
unfolds.

"The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic State" is an autobiographical
account by Nadia Murad, a Yazidi woman who survived the horrors inflicted by ISIS (Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria). The book is a powerful and moving memoir that details her life before, during, and after
her captivity.

Summary

Nadia Murad begins her story by recounting her peaceful life in the Yazidi village of Kocho in Irag. She
describes her close-knit family and the vibrant community in which she grew up. However, this peace is
shattered in August 2014 when ISIS militants invade her village. They systematically slaughter the men
and older women, while capturing the younger women and children. Nadia, along with many other
young Yazidi women, is taken captive and subjected to brutal physical and sexual abuse. She describes
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the unimaginable horrors she endured, including being sold into slavery multiple times. Despite the
intense trauma, Nadia's spirit remains unbroken, and she eventually manages to escape her captors.

Following her escape, Nadia embarks on a journey to bring attention to the plight of the Yazidi people
and other victims of ISIS. She becomes a powerful advocate for human rights, speaking at the United
Nations and various international platforms. Her advocacy efforts are recognized globally, and she is
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2018.

Themes

> Resilience and Courage: Nadia's story is a testament to the incredible resilience of the human
spirit. Despite enduring severe trauma, she finds the strength to fight for justice and bring
awareness to the atrocities committed by ISIS.

» Human Rights and Justice: The memoir highlights the importance of seeking justice for
victims of war crimes and advocating for human rights. Nadia's efforts to bring ISIS to justice
underscore the need for international accountability.

» Cultural and Religious Identity: The book provides insight into the Yazidi culture and religion,
which are often misunderstood or unknown to many. Nadia's narrative emphasizes the richness
of her heritage and the impact of its destruction by ISIS.

» The Impact of War and Conflict: Nadia's story is a stark reminder of the devastating impact of
war and conflict on innocent civilians. It sheds light on the suffering endured by marginalized
communities caught in the crossfire of geopolitical struggles.

Literary Analysis

"The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic State" is an autobiography by
Nadia Murad, a Yazidi woman who survived captivity by the Islamic State (ISIS) and went on to
become a human rights activist. Here’s a literary analysis of the book:

Themes

e Survival and Resilience: Nadia's story is a powerful testament to human resilience in the face of
unimaginable horror. Her survival is not just physical but also emotional and psychological,
showcasing the strength of the human spirit.

e ldentity and Culture: The book delves deeply into Yazidi culture and traditions, highlighting
the community's unique identity. Nadia's narrative emphasizes the importance of cultural
preservation amidst attempts at erasure by ISIS.

e Human Rights and Justice: Nadia's journey from a victim to an activist underscores the global
fight for human rights and justice. Her story raises awareness about the plight of the Yazidis and
other persecuted minorities.

e Trauma and Healing: The memoir provides a raw and unflinching look at the trauma
experienced by Nadia and other captives. It also explores the difficult and ongoing process of
healing and the importance of support systems.

Narrative Style
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First-Person Perspective: The autobiography is written in the first person, allowing readers to
intimately experience Nadia's thoughts and emotions. This perspective creates a powerful
connection between Nadia and the reader.

Vivid Descriptions: Nadia's descriptions of her life in Kocho, her time in captivity, and her
efforts to rebuild her life are vivid and evocative. These descriptions help readers visualize the
settings and understand the gravity of her experiences.

Emotional Intensity: The narrative is emotionally charged, capturing the despair, fear, and hope
that Nadia experiences. This intensity is crucial in conveying the impact of her experiences on
her life.

Structure

Chronological Order: The book follows a chronological structure, starting from Nadia's
peaceful life in Kocho, through the horrors of her captivity, to her eventual escape and activism.
This linear progression helps readers follow her journey logically and understand the
transformation she undergoes.

Interwoven Histories: Alongside her personal story, Nadia weaves in the history of the Yazidi
people and the broader context of the ISIS conflict. This approach provides a comprehensive
understanding of the socio-political backdrop of her experiences.

Symbolism

The Last Girl: The title itself is symbolic. It represents Nadia's hope that no other girl will have
to endure what she went through. It signifies her fight against sexual violence and her advocacy
for the protection of vulnerable communities.

Home and Displacement: The contrast between Nadia's home in Kocho and the places of her
captivity symbolizes the loss of innocence and the impact of displacement. Her efforts to return
to a sense of normalcy highlight the significance of home and belonging.

Impact

Awareness and Advocacy: Nadia Murad's autobiography has played a crucial role in raising
global awareness about the atrocities committed by ISIS. It has galvanized support for the Yazidi
community and contributed to international discussions on genocide and human rights.
Inspiration and Empowerment: Nadia's transformation from a victim to a Nobel Peace Prize
laureate serves as an inspiration to many. Her story empowers other survivors of violence to
speak out and seek justice.

Sociopolitical Context

The Yazidi Genocide

The genocide of the Yazidi community by ISIS in 2014 is a central element of Murad's story. This
section explores the historical and cultural background of the Yazidis, the events leading up to the
genocide, and the international response to the atrocities committed.
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Human Rights and Activism

Murad's transition from a survivor to a global human rights advocate underscores the transformative
power of personal narratives in driving social change. Her work with various organizations and her role
as a United Nations Goodwill Ambassador highlight the ongoing struggle for justice and the importance
of raising awareness about human rights abuses.

Impact and Implications
Public Discourse and Policy

Autobiographies like Murad's play a crucial role in shaping public discourse and influencing policy
decisions. This section examines the impact of her memoir on international awareness and policy
regarding genocides and human rights abuses, emphasizing the need for continued advocacy and action.

Representation and Voice

Murad's narrative brings to light the experiences of marginalized communities, particularly women, in
conflict zones. The importance of giving voice to the voiceless and the role of personal stories in
fostering empathy and understanding are key points of discussion.

Conclusion

"The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic State" is an autobiographical
memoir by Nadia Murad, a Yazidi woman who survived the 2014 genocide in Iraq by ISIS. The book
chronicles her harrowing experiences of being captured, sold into sexual slavery, and enduring
unimaginable brutality. It also delves into her escape and subsequent journey to become an advocate for
her people and a global human rights activist.

The memoir serves as a powerful testimony to the atrocities committed by ISIS and sheds light on the
plight of the Yazidi community. Nadia's story is not just one of survival but also of resilience and
courage. Her account raises awareness about the ongoing persecution of minorities and the urgent need
for justice and humanitarian aid.

Nadia Murad's dedication to bringing the perpetrators to justice and her advocacy for survivors of sexual
violence have earned her international recognition, including the Nobel Peace Prize in 2018. Her
autobiography is a poignant and compelling call to action for the international community to address the
crimes of genocide, support survivors, and prevent such atrocities in the future.
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